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Exercise 1 – PART 1:

1) Bringing the Global to the Local: Have you seen mention of UNGASS DoC, WPAY , Three Ones and/or MDG Goal 6 in the work you do in your community? If so, provide explanations of where and how you have seen this?

2) Do you think that young activists on HIV/AIDS are aware about government commitments? If so, explain how they would be (use local examples) If not, provide some reasons for why this is so. Alternatively, do you think that there is enough monitoring of youth-led and/or youth-serving HIV/AIDS interventions that fit within the frameworks of government commitments? Does your government have a system by which it investigates youth work and/or invites young people to share their work?

3) Can you think of some successful examples of young people you know (or yourself) who have had success in lobbying for a particular reform or working with government on a particular objective? Please describe what it is and why you think it worked. Otherwise, if there is a not-so successful example, explain why you think it did not work. Maybe it is

political circumstances, lack of funding, not enough collaboration?

4) What do you think prevents implementation of commitments or following through with declarations and objectives?

It is worthwhile thinking about the impact that the knowledge you gained from this first module might have on your community and your advocacy work.

Consider and respond to the following questions:

5) Have the declarations and commitments mentioned above made an impact on your community? If so, how? What kind of an impact could it have on your programming? Be as specific as possible.
Exercise 1 – PART II
It is always important to consider the type of activism or advocacy you might want to engage in. Without first clarifying the directions and extent of your advocacy project you may end up either achieving fewer outcomes than possible or trying to achieve outcomes that are not practical. 

For example, is your aim to empower people or to achieve a specific change in policy? Can you manage both? How will this influence your strategy and tactics or impact on your organisational structure and resources?

Outline the problem

1. Write a few sentences indicating what the issue or problem is that you want to develop an advocacy campaign around. If you already are working on a campaign describe it.

Establish some initial guidelines

2. Is the project’s primary focus to achieve a change in policy or practice or is it to empower a group/community? Explain your answer.

Will you engage in advocacy for the group or community or advocacy with? Why? Explain your answer.
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